"Healing Through Art: A World AIDS Day Exhibition”
Fayetteville State University/Rudolph Jones Center
6-7:30p

Holding World AIDS Day Art Contest
Fayetteville, N.C. -Community members are invited to participate in the Cumberland County HIV Taskforce inaugural art contest in celebration of World AIDS Day. Artwork and performance art will be featured during the annual World AIDS Day event on December 2nd, [6:00pm- 7:30 pm] at Fayetteville State University [Rudolph Jones Center] 1200 Murchinson Road. The local theme for this year’s celebration is “Healing Through Art: A World AIDS Day Exhibition”.                                  

Purpose:
In honor of World AIDS Day (WAD), this Art Showcase invites Artist of all ages to express themselves or use a form of art to express the importance of awareness and prevention. This challenge aims to highlight the importance of prevention and education in improving health outcomes for everyone, regardless of their background, social identity or any other distinguishing factors.

What is Prevention?
Prevention involves taking proactive steps to reduce the risk of illness or injury before they occur, rather than treating them afterward. In the context of HIV/AIDS, prevention includes educating and promoting safe sex practices, raising awareness about preventive measures, increasing access to healthcare, and supporting communities in need. 

Prevention strategies may involve:

· Behavioral changes: Such as practicing safe sex, getting tested regularly, using PrEP, and reducing stigma around HIV/AIDS.

· Environmental changes: Such as improving access to healthcare services, providing educational resources, and supporting community-based prevention efforts.

· Addressing Mental Health Triggers: Recognizing that mental health challenges, including anxiety, depression, and trauma, can be exacerbated by the stress of living with or being at risk for HIV/AIDS. Prevention efforts must include support for mental well-being, as untreated mental health issues can increase vulnerability to risky behaviors and poor health outcomes.



Focus on Health Equity: 
Some communities are disproportionately affected by HIV/AIDS. Prevention is crucial in improving health outcomes for these groups:
· Racial or ethnic minorities (Black Americans, Hispanics, American Indians, Alaska Natives, Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders)
· LGBTQIA+ communities
· People with lower incomes
· Residents of rural areas
· Individuals with disabilities

Submission Guidelines:
· Artwork should reflect how prevention can positively impact one or more of the following groups by reducing the spread of HIV/AIDS and addressing related mental health challenges.
· Participants must either live or work in Cumberland County.
· Attendance is required at the World AIDS Day Event on December 2nd.
· Individual or group performances (musical performances, spoken word, dance, skits, etc.) must not exceed 10 minutes.
· Complete the entry form and submit all materials before the deadline. To submit, use the Google Form  link.

How to Submit:

1. Visit the Cumberland County HIV Taskforce website.
2. Navigate to the "Discover" tab and select "World AIDS Day (WAD)."
3. Review the guidelines for the "Healing Through Art: A World AIDS Day Exhibition."
4. Once you've reviewed the guidelines, click the Google link to submit your registration form, 
submit all materials before the deadline.



Selection Process & Notification:
 A committee composed of judges well versed in HIV/public health and the arts will consider all submitted works. All artists who submit work for consideration will be notified of the decision by Nov. 15, 2024.
The deadline for the Cumberland County HIV/AIDS Taskforce to receive submissions is October 31st, no later than 5 pm. See the complete contest rules online at: e.




Who Can Enter and What Are the Rules?

Eligibility:
· Open to all ages
· Participants must have connection to Cumberland County.
· Only one form of artwork may be submitted per person.




Prizes

Winning entries will receive an Incentive, and the original artwork will be featured on official World AIDS Day platforms. The prize structure includes:

1st Place: 
2nd Place: 
3rd Place: 



Artwork Requirements:

· Submissions must be original art, developed specifically for this Challenge, and cannot have been submitted elsewhere.
· Photos, graphics, original drawings, paintings, or other images are allowed. 
· Mental Health and Harmful Language: Artwork must not contain language or imagery that could be considered harmful, triggering, or stigmatizing to individuals with mental health conditions. Submissions should promote positive and inclusive messages that consider the mental well-being of all viewers.
 		Note: Winning entries that include identifiable images of people (e.g., pictures showing their faces or other distinctive features) will need to provide a photo release (PDF) from the person(s)/people in the photo before the award. 
· Copyrighted materials are not allowed in any submission unless explicit written permission from the copyright holder is provided at the time of Challenge submission. Proof of the right to use copyrighted material must be included with your email submission (this can be included as another attachment to your email).
· Artwork must not include profanity, nudity, or any harmful or discriminatory language.
· Artwork must not use HHS, NIH, or ODP logos or official seals and must not claim federal government endorsement.
· Titles and descriptions must be submitted in English or accompanied by an English translation.
· If text in a language other than English is included in the artwork itself, an English translation of the text must be provided as a separate document attached to your email submission.
· The artwork file must use the following naming convention: “Title of Artwork (a shortened version is acceptable) _FirstInitialLastName.” The example file name for artwork: (Better Health for All_JAnderson).
Artwork must be submitted as a PDF, JPEG, PNG, or TIFF file and must be at least 300 pixels per inch. Must be no larger than 10 MB.













Judging Criteria:

· Originality and Creativity (0–10 points)
· Quality of Artwork (0–10 points)
· Relevance to Theme (0–10 points)
· Impact (0–10 points)

Final decisions will be made by a panel of judges with expertise in public health, HIV prevention, and the arts.

Judges:
FSU Student
HIV/AIDS Taskforce Member- Eric Murray
Black Social Worker
Government Official
Delta Sigma Theta Member

This challenge provides an opportunity to use art as a powerful medium to raise awareness about HIV/AIDS and promote prevention, especially among communities that need it most. Members of the public are invited to join Cumberland County HIV/AIDS Taskforce Meetings held the first Tuesday of each month at noon at WIDU studios (2520 Murchinson Rd.) For more information visit HIV Taskforce website.

 World AIDS is a day of solidarity for people around the world who are affected by HIV and for voices to unite by sharing experiences, remembering those lost, and standing together in the fight against HIV. The observance is also reserved as a day to bridge new and effective programs and policies across different sectors around HIV/AIDS. For more information on HIV/AIDS prevention, contact the Cumberland County HIV Task Force at cumberlandcountyhivtaskforce@gmail.com

